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WHAT WE’VE BEEN UP TO 

Observation of the Desecrated Shrines 



A small, but powerful, ritual was held on June 5th, and a representation of Reto was found. 

The interesting circumstances that lead to 

the discovery were discussed in the FB 

group here, and we will continue our research into these lesser-documented 

deities. 

Observation of the Desecrated Shrines Altar 2021
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Summeraafang 

It was a very warm day, but our Summeraafang celebration was still a hit! We were glad to see many people in person that we haven’t seen in a while. 

Summeraafang Altar 2021



We decorated some 

fans to drive away the 

heat, shared some 

hex and spinning 

wheel pendants a few 

of us brought and as 

always shared good 

food and 

conversation! 

Even Ziu and Zisa 

made an appearance! 

Summeraafang 2021

Summeraafang 2021 - a visit from Ziu!? 
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Hoietfescht 

The big trip to go get the buggy happened just in time for this even so of course it was put to good use! 

We had the 

buggy decorated 

and a beautiful 

cart decorated 

for Erda. It was a 

delightful day 

and everyone 

enjoyed the nice 

weather and 

camaraderie. 

Hoietfescht 2021 - Erda’s Cart

Hoietfescht 2021



Hoietfescht 2021

Hoietfescht 2021 Altar
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What Have YOU been up to? 

Please, share your pictures and stories with us! Did you do a solitary rite? Gather with a few friends? Have a full blown event? Share with us! Submission information and deadlines are at the and of the newsletter. We can’t wait to hear from YOU! 

WHAT’S COMING UP   

PHILLY PAGAN PRIDE AND  

SOUTH JERSEY PAGAN PRIDE 

Members of Distelfink Sipschaft will be present for both these events! Distelfink is leading the closing ritual for South Jersey Pagan Pride. 

Erntfescht/Zisasege and New Full Members 

Erntfescht and Zisasege will be held on the same day and our new full members will take their oath at that time! 

Allelieweziel 

Robert L. Schreiwer Oct 20, 2019 

How can YOU observe Allelieweziel as a solitary practitioner or new seeker within Urglaawe? 

This is a major observance with all sorts of metaphors, symbols, and even a touch of pomp and circumstance (maybe "psychopomp and circumstance" would be a better descriptor) helping to define it.However, it can all be boiled down to one word that we can all relate to: mortality. 
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This observance is about the recognition of our mortality and the understanding of, preparation for, and acceptance of our deaths. The impulsion is not so much about ruminating on our deaths as it is about recognizing the true, precious nature of the life that we have while we have it. Most Urglaawer believe in partial-soul rebirth, which means that part or parts of us will be reborn into a new soul construct to continue to work on humanity's advancement. However, who you are today is unique and irreplaceable. Today matters. Your life matters. You matter. 

The relationships you build, the love you share, and the acts and actions you do or do not do all matter. They make a difference. 

We live in a 

society that is 

neurotic about 

death. On the one 

hand, it is 

everywhere in 

entertainment. 

Secondary and bit-

part characters 

are shot and killed 

in movies and on 

television shows, 

and the true 

impact of the lost or 

stolen life is 

diminished by the 

depiction. Real 

life is far more 

difficult to face, 

particularly when it 

comes to our 

own mortality. Many 

people cringe at 

even the thought of 

their own 

passing or the loss 

of close loved 

ones. This is a 

natural 

tendency, and one 

to which I am 

prone myself. 

However, this 

aversion to thinking 

about death also 

often leads to a lack 

of proper 

planning, which, as 

adherents of an 

emerging religious 

identity, it is 

important for us to 

have 

undertaken. 

We are also 

removed from the 

realities of 

death. People who 

are sick are 

taken to hospitals or 

hospice to die, 

typically out of sight 

of others but the 

Photo Credit S.L. Stewart 2015

closest loved ones. 

The bodies are 

then whisked away 

to the morgue 

and disposed of or 

made up to look 

like the person is 

still alive. To try to 

follow traditional 

methods, which we have rites for in Urglaawe, is complicated by the medical, legal, and funeral systems. These are things we are working on within the Death Midwife groups. 

Disconnection from the world around us is a problem that we strive to address as Urglaawer, and this also means that we need to talk about the realities related to death. How do we prepare for own death? How do we prepare for the loss of loved ones? How do we handle unexpected things that arise as part of the death and grieving processes? We can discuss 

these in the Comments. 
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For the observance, please consider the following: 

- Allelieweziel begins at sunset on October 30 (some reckonings place it at sunset on October 31, but we use October 30) and runs for twelve nights and twelve days. 

- The deity honored at Allelieweziel is Holle. Allelieweziel is the mark at which we recognize Her departure from this realm and the onset of the Wild Hunt. 

- Read the article on Allelieweziel at:

https://urglaawe.blogspot.com/2010/11/allelieweziel.html

- Traditionally, this is a time to honor male forebears and masculine energies, particularly those who sacrificed of themselves in order to aid others. Spiritually-evolved masculine forebears watch over their families and loved ones in a manner similar to the Idise. Honor the worthy men in your life. 

- If you have a Butzemann, please burn him by the evening of October 31. 

- Ponder the cycle of life, death, and rebirth. Recognize that death is inevitable and that it serves. We will revisit that topic at the next observance, Ewicher Yeeger, which marks the end of Allelieweziel. 

- Recognize the value of your life. Continue to work to make the world around you better for others and for yourself (in this life and the next). This is the goal of all love. 
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Ewicher Yeeger 

This year, Ewicher Yeeger will be a very special event! Urglaawe founder, Distelfink Ziewer and Elder, Robert L. Schreiwer, will be sworn into The Troth as Clergy. The event will be held at the Lüsch-Müsselmann Graabhof as usual, but there will be some very special guests there, including Diana Paxson, Patricia Lafayvlle, and several others. 

If you were ever going to try to make it to one of our events, this would be the one to aim for! Of course we will do our best to bring you the event via Zoom as well. 



Why is this event such a big deal? Well, The Troth is the oldest and largest inclusive Heathenry organization. It is an international entity and represents inclusive Heathens of all varieties. Rob is the current Steer of the Troth, which does tend to lean pretty heavily Norse. The implications of this ordination though, are tremendous, putting Urglaawe among the main types of inclusive Heathenry at the table and into the conversation, giving us a voice in the larger Heathen community and input on it’s future. 



The Myth of Ewicher Yeeger (can be found here) 

 An old Deitsch myth from all across the Blobarrick By 1732, the Deitsch colonists had entered the area now known as Lynn Township (Lehigh County), 

Pennsylvania and begun a rapid process of settlement. 

The settlers cleared huge tracts of land of all trees and brush, and they built farms along the Blobarrick, or the Blue Mountain, and went about their business. 

Unfortunately, it did not take long for them to discover that the soil in this particular area was not as fertile as in adjacent areas, and the settlers experienced first a major drought. When the rain did come, it washed away the dry soil, including many of the seeds and the few seedlings that managed to take root. The drought was thus followed by a crop failure. This was a disaster to the folks, who had dubbed the name of their land  Allemaengel (also Allemangel or  Allemängel), which means "all deficiencies." 

The drought and the crop failure were particularly disastrous because much of the wildlife that had lived in the previously forested area had fled to areas still wooded on the other side of the Blobarrick. The situation became more dire as early autumn snowstorms made it impossible to leave the Allemaengel. The colonists became increasingly desperate and began to pray and to set out meager offerings of hay and cloth. 

Just as sickness and starvation began to set in, the cold, mid-autumn night's serenity was shattered by a booming voice and an overwhelming sound of barking hounds. The noise seemed to come from nowhere yet from all directions at the same time. The sound appeared intermittently throughout the black of night while the colonists remained in their shelters, frightened by the enormity of the noise. 
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As dawn approached, the settlers emerged from their homes. They looked out onto the barren fields and saw that the wildlife had been driven back into the Allemaengel. With deer and rabbit suddenly plentiful, the farmers took to hunting and to preserving the meat for the winter. 

Throughout that winter, the sound of the hunting pack could be heard across the Blobarrick. 

The magnitude of the sound never waned, and the folk knew that Ewicher Yeeger (Eternal Hunter) had rescued them from certain starvation. 

To this day in parts of the Blue Mountain from Palmerton to Pine Grove and beyond, when the roaring barks and howls of Ewicher Yeeger's pack are heard, the Deitsch folk know that Ewicher Yeeger continues His errands, keeping the hunting lands of the northwest Deitscherei bountiful. 

Zusaagpflicht - An Ongoing 

Conversation 

Ewicher Yeeger is the perfect time to talk about the concept of Zusaagpflicht and we have done so before here in the FB group and here in our herbalism blog. The concept of zusaagpflicht loosely translates to “Sacred Duty” or “Sacred Promise”. Along with stewardship, it is at the core of Urglaawe belief and at the heart of the Ewicher Yeeger myth. It is the unwritten contract between 

us and the other living beings we share this 

world with. 

How do we interpret the sacred duty? There 

are certainly guiding principles, but how 

can we bring this contract into our practice 

now and remain steadfast to the original 

promise? Can one person really make a 

difference? 

Certainly, every person will have their own 

answers to these questions. Perhaps you 

are able to grow your own herbs or 

vegetables. Maybe there is a local farm 

stand you go to. One person may donate 

funds to organizations that support climate 

change while another person is able to 

travel and protest in person. 

Continue this conversation with us here 

and/or in the FB group. How do you 

interpret and practice zusaagpflicht? 

Holler SLS 2021
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The Next Generation 

Autumn fun for everyone! 

Stacey L. Stewart 

One of the first ways I introduced my children to the Gods and spirituality was by engaging them in activities that had them interacting with nature. Autumn was always a colorful outing for us filled with excitement and curiosity. 

What I ended up developing was an annual tradition we called 

“Leaf Picking”. It wasn’t so much leaf picking as it was leaf picking UP. We always would wait for the leaves to mostly fall but not so late in the season that it would be too cold. My parents would come along as well and the tradition was passed to my grandson so this became a multi generational tradition! 

We would choose a park that had a range of terrain, maybe some water like a river or lake, and a variety of trees. We would decorate paper bags prior to our outing with fall colors and leaf prints. When the kids were very young, they needed help but as they got oder, the decorating became as much fun as the hunting! 

The mission was to find one or all of the following - with each one having a small prize:



The largest leaf

The smallest leaf 

The most different species of leaves

The most unusual item (think seed pods, bones or abandoned nests)

I’ve also done excursions with adults using the same idea! We would find items and make “art” on construction paper as an exercise to connect to the beauty and the bounty of the end of the 

harvest season. 
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Urglaawe Resource$  

The First Book of Urglaawe Myths 

Available on Amazon 

A Dictionary of Urglaawe Terminology 

Available on Amazon and Lulu 

Urglaawe Facebook Community 

distelfink.org (especially the resources page!) Blogs: Blanzenheilkunscht,  Braucherei, Deitscherei, Deitsch Mythology, 

Urglaawe 

Heathens Against Hate (Facebook) • Alliance for Inclusive Heathenry 

(Facebook) Heathens in Recovery (Facebook)



Holle’s Haven Podcast (also available on Spotify and Apple Podcasts) Urglaawe Sippschafte, Freibesitze and Institution$  

Distelfink Sippschaft P.O. Box 2131 

Ewwerrick Freibesitz Massachusetts 

Bristol, PA 19007 www.distelfink.org 

ewwerrick@urglaawe.org 

Nadd Freibesitz New Jersey 

Hottenstein Freibesitz Pennsylvania 

hottenstein.webs.com 

Lüsch-Müsselman Graabhof 

(Graveyard) Pennsylvania http://

Bolroiger Freibesitz Washington 

lusch-musselman.blogspot.com/ 

staci@urglaawe.org 

Schwazwald Sippschaft Michigan 
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Der Urglaawe 

Urglaawe honors the deities of the Teutonic pantheon and our ancestors through the lens of the Deitsch (Pennsylvania German) culture. We draw our traditions from Deitsch culture and also from the lore of other Teutonic cultures. We are dedicated to the advancement of the Deitsch language and culture and to developing good relationships with our neighbors.We believe in deliberate, positive living and work to foster good relationships with all of our neighbors. Der Urglaawe is a supporter of Heathens Against Hate. As such, we stand against racism, homophobia, sexism, and other forms of bigotry. We form our communities through shared values. 

Back issues of Hollerbeer Hof

(Hollerbeer Haven) can be found at

www.urglaawe.blogspot.com

Die Urglaawich Sippschaft vum Distelfink

Robert L. Schreiwer, President

Adam Izquierdo, Vice-President

Michelle Jones, Secretary

Ralph Young, Treasurer

Stacey Stewart, PR and Publications Officer

Michael Stewart, Logistics Officer

Submissions for the Autumn 2021 issue must be received by August 30, 2021 and may be submitted for consideration to stacey@urglaawe.org. Artists retain all rights to their work. By submitting, the artist agrees to allow Hollerbeer Hof to publish their work within one year of the submission due date; after that year, Hollerbeer Hof must reacquire permission to publish. 
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