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Zisa, the Delight of the North Star's Eye 

 By Robert L. Schreiwer 



Zisa is a fascinating goddess. Virtually unknown within most Heathen circles until Urglaawer began to observe the feast day. More and more probable links to existing lore have turned up over the last dozen years. This is one of those cases in which the Church unintentionally preserved lore about one of our goddesses after having relegated Her to an aspect of Mary. Mary Undoer-of-Knots encapsulates many of the aspects associated with Zisa. She is the remover (or placer) of obstacles for just causes. 



Her name appears to share the same root as that of Ziu, which makes a connection between the Sky Father and Zisa. Some words that relate to Ziu in German instead referred to Zisa in the Suevi dialect. For instance, the word for Tuesday, "Zistag," was replaced by the Diocese of Augsburg with "Aftermontag' ("after Monday") in order to try to erase the goddess' importance. The modern city of Augsburg was Zisa's city, 

"Zizarim" or "Cisarim" at the time when the Roman army was defeated in an attempt to seize the city. They happened to choose September 28 

(modern calendar) of the year 1 BCE, and discovered that the city had somewhere around three times the anticipated population because many Suevi from the heath had come to the city for celebrations. 



There are references in Deitsch lore that can easily be connected to Her. A charm refers to the South Star being the delight of the North Star's eye. The association between the North Star and Ziu are known, but, for many years, I was puzzled by how a northern people knew of the South Star. To the rescue came Ben Waggoner of Heathen History Podcast and The Troth, who guided me toward references of the star Vega being used by northern navigators as a reference point to the south. Vega was once the North Star and, due to the vagaries of our axis 1 
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precession, it will be again in about 13,000 years. This is how we come by Zisa’s connection to Vega. 



Zisa is often conflated with other figures. Norse lore's Lokasenna makes a reference to an unnamed 

wife of Tyr, whom Loki says bore him a child. There is also evidence of some conflation between Zisa 

and Isis due to Roman recorders' placing Zisa into a context they understood. 



Centuries after conversion, Swabian Duke Esnerius (or Esenerius), built a chapel to Zisa at Hillomondt, modern-day Kempten (Grimm, Vol 4). The Swabians 

are the successors of the Suevi, serving as an indicator of the importance of Zisa even so far after the Church attempted to wipe out the memory of Her and Her cultus. Pine cones are sacred to Her. She protects the Suevi the way the pine cone protects the seeds. The color red is also associated with her, just as it is with Ziu. 



Moving on to some newer lore; the Deitsch rune Fackel (cognate of Kenaz) is associated with Zisa. Fackel is proactive elemental metal, harnessed fire, and illumination of hidden information. In dry conditions with wind and fire, the pine cone releases seeds, allowing regeneration. 



Although we often combine Zisasege with Erntfescht due to practicality and time constraints, we have separate altars for each observance. Our Zisasege altar is very much red in color with pine cones and knotted strings on the table. As part of the ritual, participants are invited to take a string home with them and to meditate upon the knots in their lives. Once the meditation is completed, they can sympathetically undo the knot while appealing to Zisa for aid. Remember, the basis needs to be right action coming from a right mind. Also, some knots are better off left tied, and sometimes loose strings need a knot. If you come to Zisa for aid, be sure you understand the potential consequences of untying your knots. Many times we think our actions are pure, but they are often agenda-driven, and it is important to be honest with ourselves about that fact. 

The Great Conjunction / Der Greescht Mitlaaf 

 By Robert L. Schreiwer 

 Excerpted from a series on Voryuul at https://urglaawe.blogspot.com/ 



Due to the vagaries of life, I have missed a few nights of public posts of Voryuul this year. 

However, Nights 11 and 12 contain what has developed into a nebulous, mysterious, personal, and cosmic question for this year, and it all relates to the Great Conjunction of 2020, which presents some aspects of interest to Urglaawer from our own lore as well as from the lore of neighboring and influential cultures. 



2 



Hollerbeer Hof Winter 2021                                                                                        Volume 13, Issue 4 

I know a bit about astrology, but I have to defer to people with more experience when it comes to events such as this. Astrologically (and astronomically) speaking, this IS a big deal. 

Conjunctions of Jupiter and Saturn happen frequently (just a bit less than every 20 years); however, this is the closest they will appear to one another in the sky in 800 years. At 13:20 EST 

on December 21 (Day 1 of Yuul/Yule), they will be separated by just about 0.102 degree or 6.1 

arc minutes. 



Now here's the part I am fuzzy on due to conflicting information. I am seeing statements that this conjunction will take place at 0 degrees 29 minutes Aquarius, thus "officially" ushering the Age of Aquarius. However, I see other sources stating that the event will take place in Capricornus. 



The Age of Aquarius has no well-defined beginning, it seems. However, there is a very (I mean very) small pool of Deitsch astrologers whom I had interviewed in 2013 (a bit too late to celebrate) who believed that 2012 year was the "true" entry into the Age of Aquarius as determined by "es Keenichli" ("the Little King") or "der naddlich Wachtmann" ("the Watchman toward the North"). These bynames refer to the star Regulus, which holds a position of esteem among the people I interviewed. 



Es Keenichli is a star credited with constants; in other words, it’s the metronome that emits the rhythm by which the cosmos is supposed to move. However, it is not an enforcer; it is merely a signal that bears messages and traditions from the ancient past. While the cosmos and the physical location of objects changes, Es Keenichli is said to be the bearer of the old ways. 



One of the old ways included in his bailiwick is the equivalence of the solar signs from the Greek zodiac. In truth, the sun does not spend 30 days in each constellation, but the old ways say that it does. Thus, in 2012, es Keenichli moved from from Leo into Virgo. The belief was that every cog on the wheel shifted under the hand of es Keenichli, and that the shift also brought us out of the Age of Pisces and into Aquarius. They were also clear that the effects of the shift would increase as we moved through portals and deeper into Aquarius. Look for signs, they said. 



Some of this stuff was well above my pay grade, so I had jotted down the notes and then promptly forgot about them. Until, that is, the topic of comets as plague horses came up earlier this year. Along the side of a note I had written "Der Wachtmann = em Ziu sei Suh?" It was a prompt for me to look into some sort of relationship between the North Star's association with Ziu and der Wachtmann/es Keenichli/Regulus. For instance, perhaps, the latter is the son of the former. 



I’ve been all caught up in trying to get caught up after catching COVID-19 last Spring. Now, as I am emerging from the COVID fog, I’ve realized that this Great Conjunction was upon us, and I had not really explored it from a cultural standpoint, other than one or two posts. The Deitsch term for a conjunction of stars is "Mitlaaf" or "walk with," so this is "der greescht Mitlaaf" or 

"the greatest conjunction." 
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This conjunction is of the two largest planets in our solar system. Jupiter has a long and known association with chief deities, including our Ziu. The planet's association with justice, law, prosperity, education, intelligence are some of the same characteristics seen in the personality of the god and in the North Star, which is even more strongly associated with Ziu in Deitsch and related cultures. 



Less known, though, is the association between Saturn and the god Holler and the goddess Berchta, though one can clearly see how Holler, the personification of Death can be drawn as a cognate to Saturn as Father Time or Grim Reaper, etc. However, at the end of the year, it is not Holler who represents the passage of time. It is the goddess Berchta. 



Berchta is the kickass goddess who roams Mannheem (or Mannheim), our little corner of the World Tree from the beginning of Voryuul (December 8) until Wonnenacht (April 30). During this time, She is said to walk around in disguise as a beggar. Her feast night is December 31. She also has the only *required* meal that I know of in all of Heathenry, and it is She (some sources cite her sister Holle) who announces the death of the old year and the birth of a new one through the banging of pans, the crack of a whip, etc. She is a goddess concerned with death as opportunity, rebirth, evolution, orderliness of the mind, and giving people swift kicks in the ass when they need them. 



The conjunction of Jupiter and Saturn to such a close degree on the first day of Yuul could indeed be interpreted as a threshold into new era of some sort. 



The Urglaawe interpretation of the lore about the night of December 20 is similar to that of other Germanic groups, but it is quite specifically about the moment of the solstice. We call that night "Muddernacht" ("mother night"). 



While it is good to honor mothers at all times, we have a specific time of year for the observance of females, feminine energies, matriarchs, etc., and that is in February. If the night of December 20 were about honoring mothers in general, it would have to be called Middernacht ("mother’s night"). The presence of the singular form, Mudder, points us elsewhere. 



In fact, it points us to the night itself. This is when Nacht (the goddess associated with the night portions of cycles of light and darkness) metaphorically gives birth to the new sun. Thus, the pairing of Yuul and the Great Conjunction could be interpreted as the beginning point of a new era. 



One Interpretation: 

 The current order is already crumbling around us. Many of us are holding onto hope during a time of a pandemic and all the chaos it has brought about. The deities are forcing us to wake up and pressing us forward, granted, with 4 
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 painful labor, toward the next step of the evolution of consciousness. It won't happen immediately; the structure of the collapsing Tower (the same Tower discussed in H. Byron Ballard's works) is still standing, but it is in flames. Allow it to fall on its own; just stay out of its way. It is time to turn our eyes forward; focus on what can be salvaged from ruins of this cosmic night and how it can be applied to the coming cosmic day. 

That is merely one interpretation. The meditations for Nights 11 and 12 of Voryuul are about how individuals interpret these events. 



Some suggestions for meditation:  



Are these simply astronomical events that we are witnessing due to the accident of our births on a planet that just happens to have this view of the multiverse? 



Is there more to it? Could it be the actions of the deities or of the Maker, Wurt, at play here? 

How much effect can we have on these events as individuals? 



What does change mean to you? Is Iwwermariyeland ("day-after-tomorrowland," roughly like Utopia) even possible? 



Is the old "normal" worth returning to? 



One thing for me is essential: The grip that COVID-19 has had on my identity is going into the Yuul fires. I am a longhauler, yes, but, even more so, I am alive. I am here on this planet at this time in this unique soul construct to pursue happiness and to help others to find their way toward happiness. 



"Make like Fraa Holle and pitch that bitch," my kin, India, once said to me. In this case, the bitch that needs pitching is my identification with COVID. It stole my identity, but now I am reclaiming it. I am going to help others to reclaim it. Of course, I have to deal with the damages done by the disease, and we need to be practical about safety, masking, and physical distancing. However, I refuse to live in fear anymore. 



Let's all focus on not dragging the fear into 2021. Let's instead aim for reasonable actions in a time of a pandemic. Find ways toward happiness, kinship, and joy, and help others find their moments of laughter and merriment. 



As Gedreier Eckhart said to the Parade of Spirits: 



"'Hail to Life!' say the Dead." 



Hail to Life, indeed! 

5 
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Yuulzeit Meditations 

 By Michelle A. Jones 



In Urglaawe, we use Yuulzeit to meditate on the core values of our Tradition. Throughout the entirety of the time, Introspection is all-encompassing. Michelle Jones has shared meditations for the core values during Yuulzeit on the Urglaawe Facebook Group. They have been gathered here. 



ON THE FIRST NIGHT, SPECIFICALLY, WE FOCUS ON INDUSTRIOUSNESS AND STEWARDSHIP. After our sun wheel lighting this evening, Rob, Larry, and I spent some much needed time together and lit the yule log and tree and bayberry candles for the first night and enjoyed some cocoa and cookies together. We talked about the past year and what we'd like to see for the coming year. We caught up with things in our lives and generally just enjoyed one another's company. It set a nice tone for this period of Introspection and provided some food for thought in the coming days. 



But, tonight, I focus on Industriousness and Stewardship. For me, stewardship is part of my responsibility of being a good Earth citizen. I often say that rather than owning my home, I'm simply the steward of the property. I try to ensure that I honor the spirit and character of the house and land. I also try to live responsibly as it relates to my impact on this planet. But, stewardship can also apply to being a considerate member of our community as fellow inhabitants in this world and how we move through our daily lives and the impact that movement has on our loved ones and neighbors. 



I also focus on Industriousness. According to Merriam-Webster, being industrious means being 

"constantly, regularly, or habitually occupied or active; diligent....skillful; ingenious." I tend to view this value as more of the latter part of the definition. Anyone can be constantly active. As a matter of fact, that state of being has been a symptom of a broken society - constant busy-ness. But, being industrious means, to me, that you're looking for and finding new ways. Being innovative in solving problem or just in completely mundane tasks. It means, to me, finding ways to be less busy but still getting things done. 

As we move through this night and the first day of Yule, think about these values in your own lives. How do you honor the place you call home? How do you express your care and love for that building and/or land? Have you ever thought about how that same energy could be applied to your interpersonal relationships? Then turn your attention to the things on your lists. Are you wasting time just being busy? Could you apply new methods to an old task in order to improve on the task? Will it improve the outcome? Or could it provide additional time for you to spend with loved ones or a cherished hobby? Finding new and innovative solutions to things could actually open the way to allow you to be a better caretaker to your home and loved ones. 



May this first night of Yule bring you the light and insight of the New Year! 
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ON THIS SECOND NIGHT OF YULE, WE FOCUS ON CURIOSITY. When examining the extremes of this value, we can cite two different perspectives: “Curiosity killed the cat,” undetermined origin. And Plutarch’s observation that “[t]he mind is not a vessel to be filled, but a fire to be kindled.” One could say curiosity is what makes life interesting. If Plutarch is right, it’s the fuel to keep our mind functioning. Remember the last time you learned something new and it enriched your life somehow? The amazement and utter astonishment at the revelation. It’s like unwrapping a gift you never knew you wanted. And, that feeling is what makes curiosity so intoxicating. It drives you to search out the next new thing. But, what about that time, you put your nose someplace it didn’t belong and you were left with a swollen, red, nose? That experience could certainly make a person a little less anxious to explore new avenues and different experiences than their comfort zone. 



As someone who has suffered her fair share of disappointment and disillusionment, it is sometimes difficult for me to branch out and try something new. And, that has sometimes left me being the odd man out. As I’ve matured, I’ve tried to fight that feeling of defeat and explore and try new things. It’s sometimes a struggle for me to step outside of my comfort zone and sometimes, I admit, I fail at the endeavor. But, then, there’s that moment I try something new and the experience is positive or the outcome is successful, and I think about how my stubborn Deitschness is getting in my way of my evolution in this lifetime. This, then, encourages me to forge forward to learn new things. (Plus, as I've aged, I also care a hell of lot less of what others think of me but that's an entirely different thread of consciousness altogether.) 



When you think about this value tonight and tomorrow consider these questions for your own life experiences. How can I be more curious in my daily living so that my life doesn’t become stagnant? Have my previous experiences colored my tendencies toward trying new things? And, if so, how can I apply those experiences to ensure that they are positive influencers rather than negative? Do I ever probe too far and maybe not take cues from my environment that I’m crossing boundaries? Is my ability to be open to new experiences contributing to my evolution as a human? 



Just as Wudan can be a calculated inquisitor, let’s be sure to use that same craftiness in finding our way in this world. But, perhaps, we can look for way to search out answers that serve both our needs AND those of the greater community. And in the process, we can prove Oscar Wilde wrong when he quipped that “[t]he public have an insatiable curiosity to know everything, except what is worth knowing.” Let’s be curious about worthwhile endeavors. Happy Second Night! 



COURAGE IS THE VALUE ON WHICH WE FOCUS THIS THIRD NIGHT OF YULE. This year has certainly found us needing to dig deep into our courage resources. Courage to face new challenges. Courage to 7 
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exist amongst a lot of uncertainties. Courage to find new ways to do things we took for granted only a year ago. Courage to remain strong without some of our usual support structures. 

Courage to stand up for what is right but not easy. But, this stag also reminds me that a lot of folks needed courage to be still. Courage to stay away from loved ones. Courage to sacrifice in the short term so that there can be long term survival. 



As with all of our values, courage is a study in 

extremes. Having too little courage can cause missed opportunities or experiences and maybe even 

leaving you in a position of being a pushover. Having too much courage can cause rash judgements and 

even harm to ourselves or others. In some ways, just like all of our values, one could see how courage needs to be tempered by other values like wisdom, discipline, or compassion. Courage by itself holds no value if it isn't applied appropriately. 



Are there circumstances or situations in your life that require more courage on your part? Do you ever find yourself jumping into a situation thinking that you're being courageous without thinking through the consequences? Have you needed to be courageous on behalf of someone else when they didn't have the strength? Does your courage come from a place of necessity or inner fortitude? 

"Whatever you do, you will need courage. Whatever course you decide upon, there is always someone to tell you that you are wrong. There are always difficulties arising that tempt you to believe your critics are right," Ralph Waldo Emerson. Just remember that courage cannot stand alone but be resolute in your courage. Happy Third Night! 



ON THIS FOURTH NIGHT OF YULE, WE FOCUS ON GENEROSITY. Like unwrapped gifts under the yule tree, this value holds much potential for happiness and satisfaction. But, it could also end up being a disappointment. One does not know until it is received. 



Generosity, when offered with good intentions, is a pure and beautiful thing. Generosity offered in a spirit of giving from a place of love provides a sense of fulfillment to both the giver and recipient. But, what happens when something is given with ulterior motives? Or given out of spite? Or from a sense of obligation? Or with expectations attached? And, remember, generosity isn't always about things. Giving of one's time and of one's affections is also part of this value. All of those same considerations apply to the non-tangible aspects of this value. 



There is a common understanding in Hexerei that gifts can have emotions attached to them, intentional and unintentional. A well-used example is if an infertile woman is invited to a baby 8 
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shower; she may feel jealousy toward the mother-to-be. A gift bought when that emotion is present could end up carrying that emotion to the recipient. It would be better to wait until a less emotional time to gift the mother-to-be or not to give a gift at all. 



What do you think about when choosing gifts for loved ones? When you give a gift to someone, do expect something in return, even if just a thank you? Do you volunteer your time as a gift or because you receive something from it? 



As you can see, generosity is not as simple as giving gifts. The phrase "it's the thought that counts" has a deeper meaning when one considers all this. 



THIS FIFTH NIGHT OF YULE IS FOCUSED ON HOSPITALITY AND HONOR. Honor is such a nebulous term. 

Merriam-Webster defines it as 1. Good name or public esteem; reputation or 2. A showing of usually merited respect; recognition. But, what does it mean to have a good reputation or deserving of recognition? And, who bestows these designations? Does it come from external sources or can you be honorable by simply living a respectable life? And, for that matter, what is a respectable life? I ask all these mostly because I find this value difficult to identify at a high level. Instead, I personally identify it as following through when I commit to something, being present for my loved ones when I say I will be, and rather than labeling myself or calling attention to myself, I simply try to live a life that I can feel proud of. 



Hospitality is an easier value to identify. But, that's not to say it isn't fraught with misunderstanding. Being hospitable means opening one's heart and home to others. It means sharing one's space with others. But, hospitality without clear boundaries can result in others taking advantage of good will and friendliness. Do you ensure that people feel welcome when you invite them into your private spaces? Have you ever found yourself where someone has outworn their welcome? Have you ever been that person? Do you reciprocate hospitality by being a good guest when you're invited into another's private space? 



I'll leave you again this evening with another Emerson quote: Let not the emphasis of hospitality lie in bed and board; but let truth and love and honor and courtesy flow in all thy deeds. 



COMPASSION IS THE VALUE ON WHICH TO FOCUS THIS 6TH NIGHT OF YULE. Considering the feelings and experiences of others is practicing compassion. Recognizing limitations and acknowledging that not everyone has the same resources is practicing compassion. Allowing yourself time to rest and regroup after a particularly strenuous situation is practicing compassion. Compassion can and should be extended to not only those we interact with but also to ourselves. Compassion can also be taken too far by constantly ignoring one’s own circumstances to try to appease the other party. That is unsustainable and will ultimately lead to more trouble. 



Do you consider other people’s circumstances in your interactions with them? What about when you find yourself in disagreement with that person or outright angry with them? Do you regularly practice compassion and kindness toward yourself? Can you cut yourself a break when 9 
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you reach those moments of exhaustion (physical, mental, or emotional)? Can you recognize when your tendency toward compassion is actually harmful to yourself? 



Compassion, which one could also describe as kindness, is needed more than ever in our society. But let’s remember that our compassion should apply to loved ones, strangers, and ourselves alike. 



ON THIS 7TH NIGHT OF YULE, WE FOCUS ON THE VALUE OF DISCIPLINE. While at its face value, discipline may seem to have all positive attributes. Having discipline keeps us focused on the task at hand and ultimately allows us to achieve our goals. Discipline reminds us hard work leads to rewards. It creates a sense of satisfaction in our progress. But, if we become all-consumed in that focus, we could miss out on those small, spontaneous, moments that enrich our lives. We can’t plan everything and we have to allow for those disruptions in order to experience the beauty and full richness of this life or to attend to those things that are more important to our or our loved ones’ survival. Hyper-vigilance could cause us to become stagnant and unable to adapt. 



Do you tend to burn the candle at both ends, as they say? Do you give yourself moments of rest in the midst of projects? Or, do you find that you can’t stay focused on your tasks? Do either of these extremes hinder your desired goals? Can you recognize when you’ve become consumed rather than focused on a project? What emotions do you feel when you do take a break? 



It’s important for us to identify a goal to our efforts. In doing so, it helps us stay focused on accomplishing that goal. But, when our lives become so consumed by that goal that we can’t enjoy the little things, we set ourselves up for stagnation and missing the magic of this life and planet. Remember to stop and smell the roses while you’re on your way to achieving your goals.  Happy 7th Night! 



SELF-RELIANCE IS THE VALUE ON WHICH WE FOCUS ON THIS 8TH NIGHT OF YULE. Self-reliance, as we understand it in Urglaawe, is not the pull-yourself-up-by-your-bootstraps BS that has perverted our society. It is rather what is exemplified when a toddler learns to walk. It does not mean that we don’t ask for help but it does mean that we know where to turn for that help. It is evident when we feel that we have reached rock bottom and still find the momentum to try again. It is recognized that within us all there is a strength that exists when we think there is nothing left. It is what prevents us from becoming a burden on the rest of our community. 



But, just like the rest of the values, it has its dark side. As someone who tends to rely on my own resources and fortitude perhaps a little too much, this is something I constantly work on. 

Constantly declining help from others when offered, is denying my loved ones the generosity and hospitality that they want to extend. Constantly trying to go-it-alone, denies myself the compassion and kinship I deserve. Recognizing that I am not a superhero able to do everything all the time, honors the truth of my existence as a human. 



Do you find it difficult to pull from your inner resources to get you through difficult times? Or do you find that you have to rely on others for every little crisis that occurs? Do you find 10 
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yourself eschewing help because you think you can do it (better and/or faster) than if someone was helping? Have others stopped offering help because you never allow them to help? What do you feel when you do ask for help? And, how does that influence your proclivity to do so? 



Being able to rely on oneself and one’s abilities is not a bad thing. Knowing our strengths and where to find resources can serve us in times of plenty as well as time of strife. But, remember part of knowing how to help oneself is knowing when it’s time to ask another for back-up. 

Happy 8th Night! 



ON THIS NINTH NIGHT OF YULE, WE FOCUS ON TWO VALUES.  First we, look at Troth. Having come from a Pagan background, I had never heard this word before. And, to be frank, it really doesn’t have a 

“feel” for me. So, I go to the dictionary; Merriam-Webster defines troth as “loyal or pledged faithfulness; fidelity...one's pledged word.” This gives it meaning. If my word cannot be counted on, then how do I expect anyone to take me seriously? We often talk about our oaths in Urglaawe. When we take our membership oaths, those oaths hold meaning and weight - not just for the oath taker but for the rest of the community. We talk about how resolutions, rather apropos at this time of year, are essentially oaths made to ourselves. And, when they’re made in the presence of others, those folks are meant to hold us to our word. It is important to recognize the weight and responsibility of our words when we commit to something or someone. 



Next, we turn to Truth. Again, this ties to our character. Whether spoken or not, our truth defines us. When we say one thing but our actions speak to another, there is no truth in either circumstance. And, those we interact with can’t possibly know what is real. It is important to recognize, whether we like it or not, that we are observed at all times in public and how we present ourselves defines our character to others. Consistent untruthfulness will obviously put us in a less than positive light. Even half-truths can do harm. 



When you make a promise or take an oath, do you recognize the weight and responsibility of said promise or oath? Have you ever made a promise or oath that you knew from the inception would be impossible to fulfill? What do you do when you are unable to fulfill a promise or an oath? Have you ever made a promise or statement with the full knowledge that you were wrong? Do you sometimes present yourself as something you are not? (Disclaimer: I’m not talking about imposter syndrome; if you’re doing the thing, you’re not an imposter of that thing.) 



Our word and the validity of that word define our character. It’s what lingers after we physically leave someone’s presence. Perhaps, that reputation does not matter as much for some as others or depending on the person left with the impression. But, our loved ones deserve our best possible efforts when we give them our word. 



ON THE 10TH NIGHT OF YULE, WE FOCUS ON ANOTHER TWO VALUES - Steadfastness and Kinship.  Being steadfast in our convictions allows us forge forward in our lives. It helps us firm up our actions. 

It alleviates questioning every little decision we make. But, it also alleviates questioning every 11 
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little decision we make. Yes, I realize I basically repeated myself but that is my point. This value’s positive/negative attributes are really that obvious. If we become too set in our ways, we can’t grow. If we don’t question and weigh out other angles, we may miss important nuances. We risk missing the possibility to evolve. We also may find that our beliefs were sound all along, but at least we can come to that decision with confidence. 



The value of kinship can be described in many way including the most obvious of familial relationships. But, in Urglaawe, this value represents a broader sense of belonging. We often talk about our given family and our chosen family. And, kinship, as we understand it in Urglaawe represents that affinity of belonging to a community. One of our identified causes of societal disintegration is rootlessness; this value is the antidote. Even recognizing this need, we must also remain vigilant to not allow it to become a cause without responsibility or accountability. Being part of a community necessitates ensuring safe spaces and inclusiveness. 



Do you ever find yourself so unwavering in your beliefs that any challenge to them feels like a personal attack? Are you able to open your mind to other mindsets objectively? Can you change your mind if presented with evidence that your belief may be flawed? Or do you find that you change your opinions or convictions with the wind? Do you feel like your circles accept you with open hearts and open minds? Have you found a community that instills a sense of belonging? Or are you still searching for that chosen family? Do you feel that connection with your given family? 



As we continue to evolve in this life, it is important to find a place to call “home,” a place we feel that we are welcome, a place where we can feel free to be ourselves, and a place into which we feel like we want to invite others. When we find that place, we can continue to share our beliefs and explore new attitudes.  Happy 10th Night! 



SELF-IMPROVEMENT IS THE VALUE ON WHICH WE FOCUS ON THIS 11TH NIGHT OF YULE. Improving one’s self should be a constant goal. Sometimes, that looks like learning new things. Sometimes, that looks like being more aware of our wellness. Sometimes, that looks like turning inward to understand ourselves better. It’s the value that most effectively provides insight to our growth. 



What could possibly be the downside to this value, you ask. Well, if that urge to learn new things or the desire to be healthier or the aspiration to know your inner self better conflicts with the necessities of life, then it’s a problem. It becomes an addiction rather than a value. Or, specifically in the case of one’s wellness, it could turn into an unhealthy habit like an eating disorder or exercising too much. And, the other areas where one could improve themselves could also become dangerous rabbit holes without some regulators. 



What would you like to work on in your life in the coming year? Is there an ongoing theme to your self-improvement goal(s)? Have you ever become obsessed with a self-improvement goal to the exclusion of more necessary tasks in life? Do you set specific times of the year - like New Year’s - to establish these goals? Or do you tend to set and reassess your goals throughout the year? 
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As we move into the New Year, remember that wanting to improve ourselves is a noble goal. 

But, we need to also remember that our relationships with our loved ones and our obligations must also continue to be nurtured. And, most importantly, it’s important to remember that even with goals we set for ourselves, we must strive for compassion for ourselves. Happy 11th Night! 



ON THIS LAST NIGHT OF YULE, WE FOCUS ON WISDOM AND SPIRITUALITY. These two values go hand-in-hand in many ways. Both tend to develop and be honed over our life experiences. Wisdom, in the ideal situations, would be gained through them while those same experiences would potentially mold our spirituality. This wisdom we gain should be applied to future situations in order to make sound decisions. And, ideally, we would live our lives in a way consistent with our belief system. Both, however, have the potential to cause arrogance. We should never consider our knowledge or enlightenment as a making us better than. 



Do you approach life as an ongoing learning opportunity to gain knowledge? Can you recognize when a situation requires the application of a previously learned lesson? Do you feel you absorb lessons as you move though life? Do you live your daily life consistent with your spiritual belief system? Is your life ever at odds with your spirituality? How do you continue to grow in your spirituality? How do you ensure that you gain wisdom from your life experiences? 

We should always strive to increase both our knowledge and spiritual awareness but remember to stay humble in those endeavors. Being wise and true to a higher purpose means embracing and sharing those gifts. 



As this Yuletide comes to a close, may the introspection of this time have provided insight for a bright and prosperous new year! 

Notes 

  Distelfink Sippschaft is thrilled to announce that during our Yuulsege, Eidhnean Illuviel oathed in as an associate member of the kindred. Welcome, Luvi! Hail! 

  New episodes of Holle’s Haven Podcast are available. You can also find them on Apple Podcasts and Spotify. 
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Urglaawe Resources 

The First Book of Urglaawe Myths 

Available on Amazon and Lulu 



A Dictionary of Urglaawe Terminology 

Available on Amazon and Lulu 



Urglaawe Facebook Community 



Distelfink.org (especially the resources page!) Blogs: Blanzenheilkunscht, Braucherei, Deitscherei, Deitsch Mythology, Urglaawe  



 Heathens Against Hate (Facebook)    •     Alliance for Inclusive Heathenry (Facebook) 



Heathens in Recovery (Facebook)  



Holle’s Haven Podcast (also available on Spotify and Apple Podcasts) Urglaawe Sippschafte, Freibesitze and Institutions Distelfink Sippschaft 

Schwazwald Sippschaft 

P.O. Box 2131  

Michigan 

Bristol, PA 19007 



www.distelfink.org 

Ewwerrick Freibesitz 



Massachusetts 

Nadd Freibesitz 

ewwerrick@urglaawe.org 

New Jersey 





Hottenstein Freibesitz 

Lewesbaam Sippschaft 

Pennsylvania 

lewesbaamsippschaft.wordpress.com 

hottenstein.webs.com 

sara@urglaawe.org 





Bolroiger Freibesitz 

Lüsch-Müsselman Graabhof (Graveyard) 

Washington 

Pennsylvania 

staci@urglaawe.org 

http://lusch-musselman.blogspot.com/ 







14 











Hollerbeer Hof Winter 2021                                                                                        Volume 13, Issue 4 

Urglaawe honors the deities of the Teutonic pantheon and our ancestors through the lens of the Deitsch (Pennsylvania German) culture. We draw our traditions from Deitsch culture and also from the lore of other Teutonic cultures. We are dedicated to the advancement of the Deitsch language and culture and to developing good relationships with our neighbors. We believe in deliberate, positive living; and work to foster good relationships with all of our neighbors. Der Urglaawe is a supporter of Heathens Against Hate. As such, we stand against racism, homophobia, sexism, and other forms of bigotry. We form our communities through shared values. 

Back issues of Hollerbeer Hof 

(Hollerbeer Haven) can be found at 

urglaawe.blogspot.com 



Die Urglaawich Sippschaft vum Distelfink  

Die Urglaawich Sippschaft vum Lewesbaam 

Robert L. Schreiwer, President  

Sophia Grabb, Co-Founder 

Larry L. Goble, Jr., Vice-President  

Trazeer Hollersman, Co-Founder 

Michelle Jones, Secretary  



Victoria Young, Treasurer 





Submissions for the Spring 2021 issue must be received by February 28, 2021 and may be submitted for consideration to sara@urglaawe.org. Artists retain all rights to their work. By submitting, the artist agrees to allow Hollerbeer Hof to publish their work within one year of the submission due date; after that year, Hollerbeer Hof must reacquire permission to publish. 
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