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Grundsaudaag 

 By Robert L. Schreiwer 

  

The Groundhog (Deitsch: Grundsau, actually a "ground sow") bears some similarities to Ratatosk, the squirrel that runs up and down the World Tree, Yggdrasil, bringing news of the nine worlds. 



While we have a Tree of Life (Lewesbaam) in Deitsch culture and in Urglaawe, our forebears saw similar imagery in other contexts as well, including the very land which they farmed. 

Groundhog burrows are often complex, with different rooms and multiple openings, all of which are used as allegories to the other realms of existence. The forebears thus set an analogy between the burrow and the Nine Worlds. 



Thus, the groundhog is the otherworldly messenger. The groundhog brings news and prognostication from all of the visited realms. For an agricultural people, the short-term weather is naturally something that the people would like to know, which is probably why that particular feature was passed on to the wider American culture. 



Within the Deitsch culture, the Groundhog Lodges often present other prognostications, sometimes presented in humorous contexts. Some farmers and some Hexerei practitioners observe the behavior of groundhogs and other animals at this time to make other determinations as well. 



I am not so well versed in some of those, but one practitioner told me that the depth of, and the slope to, the first room in a groundhog burrow can serve as an indicator of wet or dry weather. If the first room is fairly close to the surface or is of a fairly steep slope, then the weather will be mostly dry. If the slope is not steep or if the room is higher than its entrance from the burrow, then one should expect wet weather. There are other behaviors that are examined as well. 
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Most historians will grant that Groundhog Day has its roots in heathen-era German practices, but the origins stretch back likely even further. Predicting weather or other things that can impact crops is a practice that transcends cultures, and observing the behavior of animals is an important tool in the forebears' kit. It was certainly not the only tool; lunar phases, historic weather patterns, river depths, etc., all were (and are) considered as well. 



Remember that the events in Punxsutawney are not organic. We're not watching the behavior of a groundhog in the wild. Thus, what may seem to be a silly observance with frequent inaccuracies is not the whole of the story. 

The annual events in Punxsutawney (and other places) certainly helped to keep the essence of the lore alive, but the true significance of Groundhog Day is masked by the commercial pomp and circumstance of the day. 



Groundhog Day is actually a visceral observance. It comes from a time when people had few reliable means of knowing when they could plant, and they relied upon their relationship with nature and with the animals to make determinations about the consumption of remaining food stores and to plan for the planting. 

Grumbieredaag and Frouwasdaag 

 By Robert L. Schreiwer 



This is one of those instances of reconstruction in which the Catholic Church likely retained information about a goddess and imprinted it on one of their saints. In this case, we believe the goddess to be Frouwa and the saint is St. Gertrude of Nivelles. 



Ironically, Gertrudsdaag (also Trudisdaag, St. Gertrude's Day, Potato Day, Grumbieredaag, March 17) has always been a thing among the Deitsch even though the Catholic population is small compared to the much larger Lutheran and Reformed bodies. The rise of commercial St. 

Patrick's Day impacted the breadth of the St. Gertrude observance, but, over the last few years, we've been seeing an increase in discussion about the Deitsch traditions associated with it. Much of the growth in interest seems to be coming from the Protestants, which may surprise some people; however, this is not the only feast day of a saint that is observed in some way by Protestants or even Anabaptists. 

The Amish shut down on October 11 for St. Michael's Day, even though they would never pray to the saint himself. 



As is the case with many observances, many Christians will acknowledge the likely Heathen roots of this observance, which we in Urglaawe call by the name Grumbieredaag (Potato Day). Potatoes have St. Gertrude of Nivelles by an 

anonymous Flemish painter (ca. 

become a staple crop for the Deitsch since arrival, and tradition is that 1530) Unknown source, Public 

on March 17 potatoes are planted in the ground. This is first official Domain, 

planting of the season. 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/w

/index.php?curid=210913 
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Echoing Heathen roots even more are rituals to feed the Heinzelmenner or other Kowwold (kobolds) and to bring fertility to the garden. The Waldmops, the Lord of the Beasts, is also honored with offerings on this day. Specific foods include Datsch (a type of almost granola-like potato bread) and spring onions. 

One thing I find important in this observance is the completion of the potato cycle. Potato bread from last year's harvest is consumed and offered to the land at the time that this year's crop is being planted. 



While there are other connections that come up to other goddesses (particularly to Holle and to Freid/Frigg), Grimm makes a connection between Gertrude and Frowa/Frouwa, and this is generally accepted by the Urglaawe community (Grimm, Jacob Ludwig Karl., and James Steven. Stallybrass. “Frikka Frouwe.” Essay. In Teutonic Mythology, Vol I p.305. London: G. Bell, 1882.). 



Frouwa's name did not come up often in our interviews, but one of my earliest interviews was with a Hexerei practitioner who identified as a devotee of Frouwa. Presented were some of the attributes that our Norse-oriented siblings would recognize in Freya: sex, beauty, fertility, fecundity... and, of course, the cats. Like Frouwa and Freya, St. Gertrude is the guardian of cats. 



Due to the spread of a novel coronavirus, COVID-19, Grumbieredaag has been the first Sege to be held virtually. 

Es Muunraad 

 By Sara Conley and Robert L. Schreiwer 



Es Muunraad (the moon wheel), the Urglaawe equivalent of the lunar zodiac, got special mention at Oschdre Sege this year as es Muunraad begins anew at the first new moon after the Vernal Equinox. 



The age of the Muunraad is anyone's guess. It may be of relatively recent vintage, maybe from before the migration, or it may be rooted in much older tradition. However, the need and desire for a lunar calendar are significant to Urglaawer, particularly since the moon cycles were an historic way for the Germanic tribes to reckon time. Planting and harvesting were (and very often still are) aligned with the lunar cycle. 



The most common names for the deity associated with the moon are Muun and Muund, depending on one's variant of Deitsch. He is the personification of the moon, not the moon itself. In the moon we see attributes of this god that range from the keeping of tides to life-sustaining reliability to the concept of loyal companionship. 



Urglaawe days begin at sunset of the night before. Thus, if one has a tendency to honor the sun at sunrise, an appropriate time for honoring Muun would be just after sunset (unless you can actively  see the moon in the sky, which would always be a good time, too!). 



The lunar signs are said to have influence over the lives of those born under them much as the moon influences gravity and the very ability for Earth to sustain life. 
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In order to figure out which moon sign you were born under, go to the lunar calendar that includes the vernal equinox prior to your birth (if you were born in January, February, or early March, you will need to start with the vernal equinox in the prior calendar year). Count the number of new moons after the vernal equinox, and the most recent new moon prior to your birthday is your sign. If there was a new moon right around the vernal equinox, you will need to find the time of the vernal equinox versus the time of the new moon in your location. 



1.  Holzhaahne Muun (Woodcock Moon) 

7.  Baer Muun (Bear Moon) 

2.  Holzent Muun (Woodduck Moon) 

8.  Fux Muun (Fox Moon) 

3.  Forrell Muun (Trout Moon) 

9.  Eil Muun (Owl Moon) 

4.  Schpeecht Muun (Woodpecker Moon) 

10. Aadler Muun (Eagle Moon) 

5.  Frosch Muun (Frog Moon) 

11. Grundsau Muun (Groundhog Moon) 

6.  Schilgrott Muun (Turtle Moon) 

12. Grabb Muun (Crow/Raven Moon) 

13. Haas/Elbedritch Muun(Hare/Snipe Moon) 



In 2018 Robert L. Schreiwer gave a presentation on es Munnraad at Sacred Space. A video of this presentation can be found on Vimeo: https://vimeo.com/263616431 

Spring Notes 



COVID-19 has changed the world, including Urglaawe ritual. Beginning with Grumbieredaag 2020 and continuing until further notice, Distelfink Sippschaft will be holding all Sege virtually. 



In addition to virtual Sege, founder Robert L. Schreiwer has been holding Facebook Live events where he speaks on subjects relating to Urglaawe. 



Distelfink member, Vic Young, has a new podcast focusing on Urglaawe. Holle’s Haven: The Urglaawich Podcast can be found at https://holleshaven.com/. Episodes for Grundsaudaag and Oschdre are posted. 











Next Issue: 

Wonenzeit, Sommeraafang, and the Observance of the Desecrated Shrines 4 
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Urglaawe Resources 

The First Book of Urglaawe Myths 

Available on Amazon 



A Dictionary of Urglaawe Terminology 

Available on Amazon 



Urglaawe Facebook Community 



site.Distelfink.org (especially the resources page!) Deitsch Mythology Blog: http://deitschmythology.blogspot.com/ 



Heathens Against Hate (Facebook)    •     Alliance for Inclusive Heathenry (Facebook) Urglaawe Sippschafte, Freibesitze and Institutions Distelfink Sippschaft 

P.O. Box 2131  

Ewwerrick Freibesitz 

Bristol, PA 19007 

Massachusetts 

www.distelfink.org 

ewwerrick@urglaawe.org 





Nadd Freibesitz 

Hottenstein Freibesitz 

New Jersey 

Pennsylvania 



hottenstein.webs.com 

Lewesbaam Sippschaft 



lewesbaamsippschaft.wordpress.com 

Bolroiger Freibesitz 

sara@urglaawe.org 

Washington 



staci@urglaawe.org 

Lüsch-Müsselman Graabhof (Graveyard) 



Pennsylvania 

Weisser Hund Freibesitz 

http://lusch-musselman.blogspot.com/ 

New Bern, NC 







Schwazwald Sippschaft 

Michigan 
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Der Urglaawe





Urglaawe honors the deities of the Teutonic pantheon and our ancestors through the lens of the Deitsch (Pennsylvania German) culture. We draw our traditions from Deitsch culture and also from the lore of other Teutonic cultures. We are dedicated to the advancement of the Deitsch language and culture and to developing good relationships with our neighbors. We believe in deliberate, positive living and work to foster good relationships with all of our neighbors. Der Urglaawe is a supporter of Heathens Against Hate. As such, we stand against racism, homophobia, sexism, and other forms of bigotry. We form our communities through shared values. 





B  

ack issues of Hollerbeer Hof 

(H  ollerbeer Haven) can be found at 

u  

rglaawe.blogspot.com 









Die Urglaawich Sippschaft vum Distelfink  

Die Urglaawich Sippschaft vum Lewesbaam 

Robert L. Schreiwer, President  

Sara Conley, Co-Founder 

Larry L. Goble, Jr., Vice-President  

Nathan Conley, Co-Founder 

Michelle Jones, Secretary  



Victoria Young, Treasurer 







Submissions for the Summer 2020 issue must be received by May 30, 2020 and may be submitted for consideration to sara@urglaawe.org. Artists retain all rights to their work. By submitting, the artist agrees to allow Hollerbeer Hof to publish their work within one year of the submission due date; after that year, Hollerbeer Hof must reacquire permission to publish. 
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